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Summary 


^1 . (C)  As  Serbia  seeks  to  overcome  mounting  economic  difficulties  and  move  forward  toward  its  primary  goal  of  European  Union  membership,  the  c 
October  Medvedev  Visit 


^2.  (C)  The  recent  announcement  that  Russian  President  Dmitriy  Medvedev  will  visit  Serbia  in  October  to  mark  the  65th  anniversary  of  the  liberc 
^3.  (SBU)  The  primary  deliverables  for  the  Medvedev  visit  will  reportedly  be  a $1.4  billion  Russian  loan  for  budget  support  and  infrastructure 
Political  Relations:  Balancing  the  Rhetoric 

^4.  (C)  The  dilemma  that  Tadic  and  his  associates  in  the  Presidency  face  in  calibrating  the  tone  and  lavishness  of  the  Medvedev  visit  is  symptc 
^5.  (C)  Vuk  Jeremic  and  his  team  at  the  Foreign  Ministry  take  a different  approach,  however.  They  appear  unwilling  to  fully  commit  themselves  i 
Economic  Relations:  Skewed  to  Russia's  Benefit 


^6.  (SBU)  Russia  is  Serbia's  second  largest  trading  partner  and  eighth  largest  source  of  investment.  Bilateral  trade  has  grown  significantly  ir 
^7.  (SBU)  Since  2000,  Russian  firms  have  invested  approximately  $1  billion  in  Serbia  — $742  million  in  cash,  and  the  rest  in  obligations  for  f 
Security  Cooperation:  All  Talk,  (Almost)  No  Action 


^8.  (SBU)  As  in  the  political  realm,  Serbia's  security  relations  with  Russia  are  more  symbolic  than  concrete.  Minister  of  Defense  Sutanovac  mee 
^9.  (S)  Russia  has  not  been  forthcoming  on  Serbia's  requests  for  assistance  in  locating  Hague  indictee  Ratko  Mladic,  presidential  advisor  Miki 
Comment:  This  Is  Not  a Competition 

^10.  (C)  While  the  European  Union  is  and  should  remain  Serbia's  ultimate  goal,  the  country  is  also  inextricably  linked  by  energy  dependency,  mi 


